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Clerk of Session - Lucille Mason 
 
Deacons: 
2011 - Doris Jones, VaLaura Tarr, Bonnie Van Houten 
2012 - Benita Carlson, Vic Jepsen, Liz Rice 
2013 - Jan Ezell, Jim Lewis, Linda Wingert 
Youth Deacons - Hana Berry & Shayla Reitz 
 
Sunday School Superintendent: Carol Sadler 
DJôs Leaders:  Tammy Rusch & Randy Bean 
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY 
Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving,  
present your requests to God.            
                            Philippians 4:6 
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The Elder ñon callò for November is  
Todd Riessen 
(365-4767) 

 
Remember this also includes counting 

the Sunday offering after each service & 
preparing a brief devotion & prayer for 

this monthôs session meeting. 

November Ushers 
Head Usher: Jim Lewis 

 

November  6~Danielle Meyer, Rachel  
                     Meyer, Hana Berry,  
                     & Emma Mullins  
November 13~Austin Sadler, Justin  
                     Sadler, Shayla Reitz, &  
                     Justin Van Houten  
November 20~Danielle Meyer, Rachel  
                     Meyer, Emma Mullins, &  
    Cassidy Markert  
November 23~Hana Berry, Shayla Reitz,  
                      & Justin Van Houten,                 
November 27~Austin Sadler, Justin  
     Sadler, Austin Fritz, &  

    Dylan Durston  

 
November 6  
     Justin Van Houten  
November 13  
     Scott Bumann  
November 20  
      Fred Yohnke  
November 23  
      Scott Bumann  
November 27  
      Justin Van Houten  

 

 

November Candle Lighters  
 

November  6~Jordyn Hedberg & Rylie Hedberg  

November 13~Ryder Meek & Tyler Mefferd  

November 20~Summit Nielsen & Denali Nielsen  

November 23~Ethan Young & Peyton Young  

November 27~Alex Rehse & Summit Nielsen  

 

 

 

Make sure to set your clocks back  

1 hour on November 6th. 

 
To our Congregational Life Committee for 

planning and hosting the Pastor Appreciation 
Potluck dinner on Sunday, October 16th.  

We had a great turnout of great food and lots 
of hungry people. It was a fun time of good 

fellowship and celebrating together.  
Thanks for the gift certificate from  

Congregational Life, the cards, gift, and notes 
of appreciation.  Both Wanda and I appreciate  
everything you have done and continue to do. 

We are so grateful for all of you and the  
ministry we share  together. Thank you,  

Pastor Kevin & Wanda 
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY 
My command is this: Love each other as 
I have loved you.        John 15:12 

 
No Committee  

Meeting this month  

 

Thought for the monthé 

 

 

Elevator Committee Meetings 
Monday, October 31st at 6:00 pm 

Monday, November 7th at 6:00 pm 

Monday, November 21st at 6:00 pm 

 
 

Our churches mission obligation to our 
Presbytery, Synod & General Assembly 

of the Presbyterian Church USA  
formulates to a total of $26.10 per 

member of our congregation for 2011.  
Your support by paying your portion of 

this mission is greatly appreciated.  

Bible Verse for November:  
 

ñSo we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us, God is love, and those who 

abide in love in abide in God, and God 

abides in them.ò                           1 John 4:16 

December 

2011 Good 

News  

Church Harvest Supper 
Mark your calendars 

November 12, 2011 

Pop tabs & penniesé 
the DJôs are collecting pop tabs 

for the Ronald McDonald House & 
pennies for missions.  There are 

jars in the vestibule  
if you have any you would like to 

donate.   
Thanks for your support!  

 

Confirmation Class 
No Confirmation Class on  

November 9th  

and  

November 23rd. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Holy Communion 

November 23, 2011 @ 7:30 p.m. 

Prayer for Thanksgiving 
     Lord, sometimes Thy blessings rain  

down upon me in almost incomprehensible 

abundance.  It seems that the windows of 

heaven are opened up and I exult and rejoice 

in the downpour. 

     But I think I could not bear it, Lord, if 

every day were like that.  My soul would  

become stifled - and my exultation a  

weariness. 

     Small rains, too, make gardens grow.  Iôm 

deeply grateful for the ordinary every days, 

when thy blessings come down upon me 

gently, as summer showers. 

     There is a calm to such blessings, a time 

to bask in them.  The quiet awareness of 

your presence brings a sustaining strength - a 

strength that enables us to hold steady, 

through both the great moments and the dark 

nights of the soul.  Amen. 

ñDonôt bother to give God instructions, 

just report for duty.ò   Corrie ten Boom 
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Mid Sioux  
There is a box underneath the coat rack, near the church  
office, for non-perishable items for Mid-Sioux Opportunity.   
  
 
Mid Sioux items for the month of November:  
Canned Vegetables 
 
 Month of August donated:       26 Food items 
Your donations of food supplies are truly needed because of 
the increased demand from families needing assistance.  
Please consider this mission opportunity and make it part  of 
your giving each month.   

Thank You!! 
 

 Church Harvest Supper 
 

 

Plans are underway for the upcoming Harvest  

Supper which will be held Saturday, November 12th.   

If you were on last yearôs committee or would like to serve 

on this yearôs committee, please contact Henry at 365-4638.  

This event takes everyoneôs commitment.   

 

 

 

HARVEST DINNER MEETINGS 

NOV.  2, 2011@ 6:00 p.m. 

If you or someone you know  
is in the hospital, or has a  

hospital stay scheduled, please  
let Pastor Kevin know.  The  

hospital may or may not contact  
 the church, so it is best for  

you to contact Pastor Kevin as  
he would like to know youôre in  

the hospital so he can stop by for  
a prayer or at least give you a  

call of encouragement.   

Hanging  
of the  

Greens 
 

Sunday,  
November 27 
4:00-6:00 pm 

Decorating the Church for 
Advent & Christmas. 
Everyone is invited! 

 
We will share in a light 

supper of soup &  
sandwiches.  Hope to see 

you there. 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

We are grateful to the wonderful  
response of those who did lawn mowing 
and trimming at the church this summer. 
The lawn looked great all summeré.thanks  
to you (and also to God for all the timely 
rains!). Now with the change of season, 
and for those who enjoy sparkling snow 
and crisp morningséwe need your help. In 

an effort to save expenses, the  Building 
and Finance committee is seeking  

volunteers to help with snow removal this 
winter. If you are interested please place 

your name on the sign-up sheet in the 
church vestibule. Thanks! 

The Building & Finance Committee 
 

 

Thank you to all who purchased or helped to  

purchase a Thanksgiving Basket for those less  
fortunate.  Our church provided 23 baskets this  

year to needy families in our community.   
 

We will also have the opportunity to help families  

this Christmas.  Mid-Sioux is looking for sponsors  
to provide food for a traditional Christmas meal or  

special gifts to needy families this year.  
 Please notify Lisa in the church office by 

 November 21st if you or your group would like to 
sponsor a family. 
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November Devotions 
 

The following are the scripture texts from the Revised Common  

Lectionary for November. These scripture lessons can be used as your  

guide to Bible reading, devotions and prayer each week. 

 

November   6~Josh. 24: 1-3a, 14-25; Ps. 78:1-7; 1 Thess. 4:13-18;  Matt. 25:1-13 

November 13~Judges 4:1-7; Ps. 123; 1 Thess. 5:1-11;  Matt 25:14-30 

November 20~Ezeck. 34:11-16, 20-24; Ps. 100; Eph. 1:15-23;  Matt. 25:31-46 

November 27~Isa. 64:1-9; Ps. 80:1-7; 1 Cor. 1:3-9;  Mark 13:24-37 

                

For all 6th, 7th & 8th graders 

Wednesday, November 9, 2011 

5:00 pm meeting/lesson 

6:00 pm supper 

Supper servers:  Myra Meek & Andrea Nielsen 

 

 

Remember to bring your Bibles, pennies, & pop tabs! 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tammy Rusch at 712-373-5605 
  

 

2012 Stewardship Pledge & Commitment Cards 
 

Your Stewardship Pledge and Commitment card was included in last monthôs issue 

of  the GOOD NEWS. Please prayerfully consider your commitment, financial support and 

stewardship to our Church in the coming year. Completing a pledge card gives you the          

opportunity to thank God for all that you have received, to plan your financial giving for 

the coming year,  and helps make possible the financial plans and budgets necessary for the 

mission and ministry of the church. Enclosed is an envelope to return your card, by mail, 

by bringing your completed card to the church office or returning it in the offering plate on 

Sunday morning. Please complete your pledge card and return it by November 13th. 

2012 Commitment and Pledge Cards will be dedicated on November 13th during   

Sunday morning worship. 
We Thank-You for your continued support and prayers for our church and ministry 

as we serve Christ together. If you have any questions feel free to contact any member of 

the Stewardship & Mission Committee: Barb Meier, Moderator, Denise Fundermann, 

Donna Schmidt, Lorraine Davis, Doris Jones, Nancy Rogge, Bonnie Van Houten and Pastor 

Kevin. 

Church Offices Closed 
November 24th and 25th for 

Thanksgiving. 
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Lions    
November 2nd @ 12:00 pm  

Chrm:  Shirley Morrice  
Workers: Dixie Brueck, Jan 
OôBrien, Lucille Mason &  

Joan Grothe 
 

Contributors:  
Nancy Krueger, Joan Grothe, 

Diana Woebke, & Terri Wallace 
_______________________________ 

Willow Dale Devotions  
November 17th @ 2:30 pm  

 
Bev Bower 

 

 

 

 

     

*Elders who prepare elements. 

       

     Sunday, November 6,  2011 

        World Communion 

       *Todd Riessen 

       *Rusty Sadler 

         Lorraine Davis 

         Barb Meier 

         Robin Lorenzen 

         Dixie Brueck  

         Austin Sadler 

         Justin Sadler 

 

      

             

Thursday, November 23, 2011 

       Holy Communion 

      *Lorraine Davis 

      *Henry Reitz 

        Karen Krayenhagen 

        Todd Riessen 

PW 
Afternoon Gathering  

November 1st @ 1:30 pm  
 
Devotions:  Shirley Morrice 
Bible Study: Pastor Kevin Freese 
Hostesses:   Liz Rice  
       & 
                    Norma Patterson 

Thank You!! 

I want to thank all the Presbyterian Women and 

Pastor Kevin who helped make our Fall  

Breakfast//Brunch successful.  After we spent 

time wondering if we'd have enough food for our 

guests. I decided to let the Lord provide and He 

motivated many women of our church. We even 

had food brought in from those that had prior 

commitments and could not attend.   I want to 

thank my committee members, Bonnie Spotts and 

Karen Krayenhagen for all their help.  To those 

who had specific jobs and to those who just 

helped in many ways.  And a great big thank you 

to those who did the dishes while we enjoyed the 

program.  I was greatly surprised when I went to 

the kitchen expecting to wash all those plates and 

glasses. You were so quiet, too.   We do need 

more of you to attend our monthly meting.  We 

provide money for our yearly dues to Presbytery 

and to good causes both local and worldly.  With 

so few of us at our monthly meetings, this was the 

first time we didn't have enough in our treasury  

to pay our dues.  Our income comes from the 

serving of the Lions Club dinners, Calendar sales, 

from the gifts of serving funeral lunches and the 

giving of us at our monthly Bible study  meetings. 

If any of you  would  like to make a gift to us, Iris 

Witt is our treasurer.  We also would accept 

monetary gifts from the men of this church. And 

you could even attend one of our meetings! 

 

 

Jean Wilcke, PW president 

On Tuesday, October 4th, following the 

monthly PW meeting several women  

gathered to assemble and deliver ñgoodie 

platesò to nursing home residents and others 

in the Battle Creek area.  Pictured above left 

to right areï Shirley Morrice, Liz Rice, Jean 

Wilcke, VaLaura Tarr, Leona Laursen,  

Bonnie Van Houten and Marvelyn Bjorholm.   

Photo by Lucille Mason. 
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Date Time 
Event 

 

Sunday, November 6 

Dolores Modrell, Piano 

 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

10:50 am 

11:15 am 

 

Worship/World Communion/ 

Cherub Choir Anthem 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

Ambassador Rehearsal 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, November 13 

Carol Sadler Piano 

 

  9:30 am 

 

Worship/Praise Team Sunday 

 

Wednesday, November 16   7:00 pm 

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, November 20 

Mary Jo Watson, Piano 

 

 

  

 9:30 am 

10:30 am 

10:50 am 

11:15 am 

 

 

Worship/Chancel Choir Anthem 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

Ambassadors Rehearsal 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday, November 23 

Dixie Brueck, Organ 

  7:30 pm 

 

Thanksgiving Eve/Holy Communion/ 

Chancel Choir 

Sunday, November 27 

Dixie Brueck, Organ 

 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

10:50 am 

11:15 am 

Worship 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

Ambassador Rehearsal 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

Music/Choir Notice 
Choir groups will go back to singing 

on their original Sundays with the 

exception of Praise Team which will 

be every second Sunday now. 

 

November  6~Cherub Choir 

November 13~Praise Team 

November 27~Ambassador Choir 

There are no choir rehearsals on 

November 13th. 

Mike & Patti Andrews will be having a fundraising garage sale to help with expenses of their 4th  

mission trip to Nicaragua in March.  The sale will be held at Westminister Presbyterian Church on  

Sunday, November 20 from 12 noon-4 p.m.   

Goodwill Trailer 
 

Goodwill trailer will be in Battle 

Creek and parked across the street 

from Miller Equipment on Hwy 

175 from November 14th until  

November 21st.  Donations brought 

to the site should be placed inside 

the trailer all the way to the front 

and not left by the steps.  Thanks! 

Winter Coats, Clothing, and Beddingé are being 

collected by this yearôs Confirmation Class to take 

to the Sioux City Gospel Mission on Wednesday,  

December 7.  Please bring your donations to the 

church by that date and help others keep warm  

this winter.  Thanks!!  
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(INCOME) 

 
GENERAL FUND                            

 

Pledges, gifts, loose offering  

         $ 8,906.12 

 

Mission Support 

         $    26.10 

 

Lawn Care 

       $  25.00  

 

Special Events 

        $93.00 

 

Total  Income for  the month 

    $  9,050.22  

 

YTD Income   $  57,063.94 

 

 

 

(DISBURSEMENTS ) 

Pastor Salary                $  2,454.84 

Housing Allow.                $     318.75 

Mileage Reimbursement            $     330.78 

Pension/Health Insurance          $  1,356.19 

Professional Expense                 $     134.02 

SECA                $     875.00 

Presbytery/Synod/GA                $  1,101.80 

Music Salary                              $     110.83 

Secretary Salary                 $     631.54 

Custodian Salary                $     685.78 

Postage                $       54.12 

Water                $       63.94 

Pulpit                $     146.50 

Electricity                $     575.62 

Gas                $       82.52 

Lawn Service                $     120.00 

 

 
 

Total Expenses:     $ 9,042.23 

 

YTD expenses: $ 98,471.15 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR September  2011 

 

(INCOME) 

 
GENERAL FUND                            

 

Pledges, gifts, loose offering  

         $ 6,966.80 

 

Peacemaking Offering 

         $19.45 

 
Sunday School 

        $17.05 

 

 

 

Total  Income for  the month 

    $  7,003.30  

 

YTD Income   $  82,341.84 

 

 

 
 

 
Each congregate member is assigned a week to be greeters at the Sunday morning 
worship service.  These names will be listed in the Good News each month.  Also, 

there is a sign up sheet in the vestibule if you would like to be an ñon callò greeter.  
If someone cannot make their scheduled week, please find a replacement from the 
ñon callò list or switch with those scheduled on another week.  Thank You!! 

 
 
 

Those scheduled for November:  
November   6~Kevin & Brenda Rehse & family  
November 13~Henry & Karman Reitz & family  

November 20~Trevor Reitz & family  
November 23~Michael & Anna Reitz & family  
November 27~Liz Rice & Bonnie Van Houten  

 
 
Those scheduled for November:  

December   4~Ernie & Virginia Rickabaugh  
December 11~Todd & Traci Riessen & family  

December 18~Charles & Nancy Rogge  
December 21~Tammy Rusch & family  
December 24~Rusty & Carol Sadler & family  

December 25~Deron & Tracey Schmidt & family  
 

Grocery Delivery 
 

Willow Dale Wellness Village will be offering the delivering of groceries for the citizens  

of Battle Creek. Call in your order to Food Pride by 8:00 am on Thursday and your groceries 

will be delivered to Willow Dale by 10: 00 am on Thursday.  This service is designed for  

the elderly or disabled who are in their home and are limited on transportation resources.  

For more information contact Karla Meier at 365-4332. 



Remember with a prayer, card  

or visit, our members who are  
nursing home residents:  
 

Willow Dale Care Center & Apts  
¶ Helen Lehmann  

¶ Thelma Schau  
¶ Alvera Gosch  
¶ Bonnie DeJong  

¶ Don Kerr  
 

Morningside Care Center, Ida Grove  
¶ Pete Nielsen  
¶ Gladys Bower  
¶ Helen Sales  
 

Albert City Nursing Home  

¶ Helen Durston  

 
Diane Reitz at Smithland with her  
parents.  
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Please notify Pastor Freese or the 

Church Secretary, of those who are 
hospitalized or in need of pastoral 
care.  We appreciate your help.  

  
              Thank You!  

Please remember in your prayers the  

following people who have been ill or  
hospitalized:   
Ferne Bertelsen, Denise Fundermann, Jake 
Fundermann, Lois Monroe, Kim Hieber, Iris 

Witt, Marilyn Gunderson, Helen Sales, 
Tammy Watson -Ryan, Vivian Tolle, Verna  

Marten, Andy Marten, Bonnie DeJong, Tonya 
Karpinski, Cody Karpinski, Vera Gosch, Myrle 

Nielsen, Bette Schmidt, Darci Barrett, and 

Diana Bean.  
 

Also those who serve in the armed  
services:   

Becca Anderson, Austin & Jessie Armstrong,   
Eric & Erica Ford, Matthew Reitz, Christopher 

Smith.  
 

Need a ride? 
The Deacons are seeking to help those who 

might need a ride to the doctor, get  

medications, or groceries.  If you need a ride 

please call Jimmie Lewis @ 365-4761,  

Vic Jepsen @ 365-4557, or  

Linda Wingert @ 365-4688.   

24 hours notice to help in making  

arrangements would be most appreciated! 

Congratulations... to Mindy and Josh Jensen on the  

birth of a son, Karver Daniel Jensen, born Thursday, 

September 29 at a hospital in Sioux City. Karver will  

be welcomed home by his older brother, Kinnick.   

Grandfather is Dan Lorenzen and Great Grandmother is 

Meredith Lorenzen. 

 

Congratulations... to Marci Watson and Tom Venter on 

the birth of a daughter, Lexi Mary Anne Venter, born 

Friday, October 21.  Grandparents are Larry and Mary 

Jo Watson. 

Charlotte Uhl and Judy Schmidt were honored as 50 

year members of First Presbyterian Church during the 

morning worship service on Sunday, October 16th.  

Congratulations and Praise God! 

For Pastor Appreciation month, Pastor 

Kevin and Wanda were honored with 

cards, gifts, and a special Church potluck 

on Sunday, October 16th.  Special thanks 

to our Congregational Life Committee for 

planning and hosting the dinner. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 31st annual Harvest Dinner will be Saturday, November 12th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

As this edition of the Good News arrives in your mailbox we are under 2 weeks away from the Harvest 

Dinner. If you have not called a committee member with your contribution, please take a moment and give 

us a call. 

 

If you are planning to bring your children to the day care, please call Henry or Karman Reitz so we can get 

a head count for the food. 

 

Saturday, November 5th beginning at 9:00am will be setting up the pie room and the turkey carving room 

as well as other areas of the church for the Harvest Dinner.  Please come and help get the church setup. 

 

Helpers on Friday, Nov.11th are always needed with potatoes, dressing, setting tables, and to prepare all 

areas of the church and helpers can always be needed for Saturday night too. 

 

Donations of food and day they are needed: celery, onions, potatoes by Thursday night; Butter, oleo, corn, 

and flour by Friday night; Pies, cakes, coffee, cranberries, and milk by 3:00 p.m. on Saturday the 12th. Tur-

keys can start coming in around 3:00 pm on Saturday the 12th. 

 

Home deliveries please call in by 4:00 pm. (For those not able to get out) 

 

Pick up your turkey Friday, November 11th at the fire station from 9:00am-12:00pm or at Lazy Dogs from 

5:00 pm to 10:00 pm. or Saturday Nov. 12th, from 9:00am to 11:00am. If you are unable to get out or need 

help getting your turkey give Henry Reitz a call. 

 

On behalf of the Harvest Dinner Committee, THANK YOU for all the donations of food, those able to 

work and all the prayers & support. 

 

Henry or Karman Reitz (365-4638), Larry Markert (365-4680),Todd or Traci Riessen 

(365-4767), Randy Bean (365-4943), Lorraine Davis (490-09447), Shirley Morrice  

(365-4405), Deb Swanger (365-4775), Barb Meier (365-4960) and Constance McCrary(365-4676) 

 

Thank you to everyone for all your help. 

 

The Harvest Dinner 2011 Committee 
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Photos from the Presbyterian Womenôs Brunch held on Saturday October 15th.  A large crowd  

of area women enjoyed a bountiful buffet, special music by Dixie Brueck and Dolores Modrell.  

Pastor Kevin presented a program  on planting fall bulbs, entitled ñFrom the Bulb there is a 

Flower.ò  Door prized were awarded.  Thank you to everyone who helped in any way to make  

this event successful. 



Good News                 November  2011  

Commitment or Contentment? 

 
Iôll go where you want me to go, dear Lord; 

Real service is what I desire. 

Iôll say what you want me to say, dear Lord; 

But donôt ask me to sing in the choir! 

 

Iôll say what you want me to say, dear Lord; 

I like to see things come to pass. 

But donôt ask me to teach girls and boys, dear Lord;  

Iôd rather just stay in my class! 

 

Iôll do what you want me to do, dear Lord; 

I yearn for thy kingdom to thrive. 

Iôll give you my leftover change, dear Lord; 

But please donôt ask me to tithe! 

 

Iôll be what you want me to be, dear Lord; 

I long to see the church alive. 

But donôt ask me to come out at night, dear Lord; 

Iôm always too worn out and tired! 

 

Iôll go where you want to me to go, dear Lord; 

Iôll say what you want me to say. 

Iôm busy just now with myself, dear Lord; 

But Iôll help you some other day! 

The Session of First Presbyterian 

Church, Battle Creek, IA has called a  

congregational meeting to be held  

Sunday, November 13th  

at the conclusion of the morning  

worship service. Items of business 

will be the report of the church  

nominating committee, election of 

church officers for the coming year 

and review of the 2012 church  

operating budget. Sunday school will 

be held that morning.   

All grades 6 and under will have class 

together.  Confirmation class and  

Senior High students are encouraged 

to attend the congregational meeting.   

Following the meeting, everyone is  

invited to stay and enjoy our  

traditional ñAfterðHarvest Dinnerò 

meal in the church  fellowship hall.   

If you have any questions, please talk 

to a Session member or the Pastor.   

Please plan to attend. 

Veteranôs Soup Supper 

 

ALL veteranôs and their families  

are cordially invited to the Battle  Creek  

Community Center for a  

free soup supper,  

November 5th from  

5:00 to 7:00 pm.  

Sponsored by the American  

Legion Auxiliary. 

Letôs honor all Veterans 

past and current. 

NOT A FAN  
Small Group Discipleship Study for Adults   

   

     Beginning Sunday, October 30, our adult Sunday discussion group will begin a small 
group study entitled ñNot a Fanò. Twenty times in the New Testament, Jesus  

issued a compelling and challenging invitation to Follow Him. Heôs not interested in mere 
fans. He doesnôt want enthusiastic admirers. He wants Completely Committed Followers. 

Based on the engaging approach of Kyle Idleman, this one -of -a-kind small group study 

examines what it means to deny ones self and truly follow Jesus.  
    From the back cover of ñNOT A FANò:   ñThis unconventional small group experience 

is a cinematic journey through a series of six mini -movies providing a unique perspective 
to help shape todayôs believer into a first-century Christ - follower. Follow the journey of 

Eric Nelson, a man leading a compartmentalized triple life as a pleasure seeking rebel, a 
cutthroat corporate executive, and a nominal Christian. When confronted with a near 

death experience, Eric embarks on a spiritual journey that transforms his commitment to 
Jesus Christ and tests the faith of his friends and  

family.ò 
 

    Join us ï beginning Sunday, October 30 th  following morning worship. Everyone is  
encouraged to be a part of this time of learning, sharing and growing in our discipleship 

to Jesus Christ.  



 
November 2011 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 
10:00~COM/Pastor 

            Kevin 
  1:30~PW 

2 
12:00~Lions 

  2:30~Morningside Care 
            Center Worship 

  4:15~Confirmation Class 

  6:00~Harvest Dinner  
           Meeting 

          No Congregational 

           Life Meeting 

  7:00~Session Meeting 

3 4 5 

6 

  9:30~Worship/Holy  

          Communion/Cherub Choir 
10:30~Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

10:40~Fellowship & Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School Classes 
10:40~Not a Fan/Adult Class 

10:50~Ambassador Rehearsal 

11:15~Praise Team Rehearsal 
  5:30~DOGS  

7 
 6:00~Elevator 

          Meeting 
 7:00~Worship & 

          Music Meeting 

8 
 9:30~Presbytery  

          Meeting in  
          Sac City 

 

 
 

 

 

9 
 5:00~DJôs 

 
 

No Confirmation Class 

10 11 
 

 
 

Veterans Day 

12 
 5:00~Harvest Dinner 

13 
  9:30~Worship/Praise Team/ 

           Congregational Meeting 

No Choir Rehearsal 

10:40~Fellowship & Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School Classes 
10:40~Not a Fan/Adult Class 

11:30~After-Harvest Meal 

  

14 
 6:00~Building & 

          Finance  
          Meeting 

15 16 
 4:15~Confirmation Class 

 7:00~Deacon Meeting 
 7:00~Chancel Choir Reh 

17 
2:30~Willow 

          Dale 
          Devotions 

18 
Good News  

Info due. 

19 

20 
  9:30~Worship/Chancel Choir 

10:30~Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
10:40~Fellowship & Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School Classes 

10:40~Not a Fan/Adult Class 
10:50~Ambassador Rehearsal 

11:15~Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

21 
 6:00~Elevator  

          Meeting 

22 23 
9:00~Mail Good  

         Newsletter  
7:30~Thanksgiving 

          Eve Worship/ 

          Holy Communion/ 
          Chancel Choir 

 

 
 

No Confirmation Class 

24 
Church  

Offices Closed 

for Holiday 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

      Day 

25 
Church Offices 

Closed for  

Holiday 

 

26 

27 
  9:30~Worship/Ambassador 

10:30~Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
10:40~Fellowship & Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School Classes 

10:40~Not a Fan/Adult Class 
10:50~Ambassador Rehearsal 

11:15~Praise Team Rehearsal 

  4:00~Hanging of Greens with 
           Lite supper following 

   

28 29 30 
 4:15~Confirmation  Class 
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as young adults leave to go to  
college or start new careers, the 

church would like to stay in touch 
with them by sending our monthly 
newsletter.  Please let Lisa know 
their new address so she can add 

them to our list.  Thank you!  

Let us not give up meeting  
together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but let us encourage one 
another.    Hebrews 10:25a 



October 2011 Session Highlights 
     The stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Battle Creek, IA met @ 7:00 pm on Wednesday, October 11, 

2011. Elders present were Barb Meier, Rusty Sadler, Jean Yohnke, Dixie Brueck, Lorraine Davis, Todd Riessen, Diane Schreiber, 

Karen Krayenhagen and youth elders Austin Sadler and Justin Sadler. Elders Henry Reitz, James Fundermann, Robin Lorenzen and 

Nancy Rogge were excused. Clerk of Session, Lucille Mason served as recorder and Pastor Kevin moderated the meeting. Elder Diane 

Schreiber led the devotions focusing on Psalm 40. Minutes of the special session meetings on July 2, August 21, and September 28  

as well as the stated session meeting on September 14 were approved as presented. The Clerk of Session report was received and  

approved as follows: 

 

Communion was served: Willow Dale; June 16, July 21, August 18, September 8, In-Home Communion: August 8, Sunday Worship; 

July 3, August 7, September 4 and October 2. Communion will be served at Willow Dale on October 20 and Sunday Worship,  

November 6. 

Baptisms:  

¶ June 19 ï Owen Jonas Bjorholm, son of Chantelle Hammer and Nick Bjorholm 

¶ June 19 ï Bronx Damone Milton, son of Shelby Schmidt and Cecil Milton 

¶ July 3 ï Adler James Armstrong, son of Jessie Kirkpatrick Armstrong and Austin Armstrong 

¶ July 17 ï Hailey Lee Reitz, daughter of Sabrina and Trevor Reitz 

¶ September 4 ï Gage Alexander Heike, son of Brandi Heiki 

¶ September 4 - Brayson Edward Kirkpatrick, son of Brandi Heiki and Jason Kirkpatrick 

Adult Baptisms: 

¶ September 4 ï Brandi Heiki 

¶ September 4 ï Jonathan Kirkpatrick 

¶ September 4 - Wanda Hieber 

Marriage: 

October 1 ï Kathy Clough and David Campbell 

New Members by Affirmation of Faith: 

¶ June 19 ï Lonnie Bennigsdorf, Marva Bennigsdorf, Kate Kelley, Stuart Kelley, Kevin Mefferd, Russell Segebart, Stacy                       

                        Segebart, Ruth Schmidt, and Kate Stapleton 

¶ September 4 -  Wanda Hieber                                    

Pulpit Supply: 

¶ June 26 ï Elder Carolyn Conner, Glidden 

¶ July 31 ï Elders Rick and Barb Votrobeck, Odebolt 

¶ September 18 - Elder Carolyn Conner 

Pulpit Exchange:  

August 28 ï Rev. Mark Volkers, First Presbyterian Church, Odebolt 

 

The following reports were received and approved: 

 

Committee Reports: 

      Nominating Committee: will meet very soon. 

     Christian Education: Relief and substitute teachers are still needed. ñNot a Fanò study will begin on Sunday October 30 for  

the Adult class. 

     Congregational Life:  written report received. A successful Church hayride was held on September 25. Special thanks to Charlotte 

and Bill Uhl for hosting this event. Honor 50 year members and Pastor Appreciation Sunday, October 16 th with church potluck; No-

vember 12th, Harvest Dinner; and November 27th, Hanging of the Greens. Next committee meeting will be November 2nd @ 6 pm.    

     Building & Finance: printed financial reports were distributed along with report from the 10/10 B&F meeting.  

     Worship & Music: 50 year members will be honored on Sunday, October 16; Thanksgiving Eve service scheduled at 7:30 pm with 

Holy Communion; Service of the Longest Night (Blue Christmas) December 21 @ 7 pm; Sunday School Christmas Program, Decem-

ber 11 during Sunday morning worship; Christmas Eve Service @ 5:00 pm; Banner Sunday, February 12, 2012 and Crawford Creek 

worship service schedule for June 3, 2012. Next W & M meeting, Monday, November 7 @ 7:00 pm. 

     Stewardship & Mission: Peacemaking Offering total to date is $314.30. Mission groups from our congregation have painted homes 

in Mapleton. Volunteers are needed to do interior painting in homes in Mapleton from the recent tornado. Please see Barb Meier. 2012 

Stewardship Pledge/Commitment cards will be dedicated Sunday, November 13.  

     Elevator: Committee continues to meet regularly and is in contact with prospective contractors. Fund raising continues with a ex-

cellent report from the successful auction, bake sale and lunch stand on October 8th. 

     Deacons: printed report of their activities was received.   

     Pastorôs Report: printed report was distributed and received.  

Old Business: none 

New Business:  

¶ Approved all the committee and pastorôs reports as presented 

¶ Approved hosting the UDTS Rural Ministry Class in January 2012 

¶ Stated Session meeting date will be changed to November 2 @ 7 pm 

¶ No stated Session meeting will be scheduled for December 

¶ Approved pastorôs mileage voucher for September 2011. 

¶ Session spent the rest of the evening working on the 2012 Church Budget ï Budget work will be completed at the next session 

meeting with the 2012 budget to be presented at the Called Congregational Meeting on November 13 following morning worship. 

¶ Discussion concerning Communion by intinction and current Communion schedule ï Approved to schedule Communion by in-

tinction at least one time per quarter in 2012.   

¶ Information was shared concerning the Presbytery Ethics and Sexual Misconduct Continuing Education Event: ñStaying Healthy 
to Avoid Behaving Badlyò scheduled for Thursday, October 27 @ Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 1-4 pm. Pastor Kevin and Elders 

Karen Krayenhagen, Lucille Mason and Todd Riessen will attend. 

 

Joys and concerns shared. Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm with closing prayer led by Pastor Kevin and the Lordôs Prayer in unison. 

 

Next Session Meeting will be Wednesday, November 2, 2011 @ 7:00 pm. Elder on Call for November is Todd Riessen. 

 

[Please note: Session Highlights are for information only. Official minutes of this meeting will be presented for approval at the  

October 12, 2011 meeting.]  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I praise God for the gospel of Jesus Christ who came to show us the way to live and 

has given us eternal life. As your pastor, I thank God for your partnership in the good 

news of Jesus Christ and our ministry together. 

 

This note is intended to serve as a checkpoint and encouragement in your financial 

stewardship. Based on the pattern of giving the tenth of all income in the Old Testa-

ment and the commands to give generously and sacrificially in the New Testament, is 

your giving at the level God has led you to give? I pray it is, and if not, I encourage 

you to begin today walking in the freedom of obediently loving and serving the Lord. 

 

óñRemember this saying, ñA few seeds make a small harvest, but a lot of seeds make 

a big harvest.ò Each of you must make up your own mind about how much to give. 

God loves people who love to give. God can bless you with everything you need, and 

you will always have more than enough to do all kinds of good things for others.òô (II 

Corinthians 9:6-8 CEV) 

 

While our weekly budgeted income need is lacking slightly, we need to recognize and 

acknowledge that many in our congregation have been giving generously above and 

beyond their normal tithes and offerings. Throughout the year there have been oppor-

tunities to give generously and the response to those needs has been great! We give 

thanks and praise God for this sacrificial giving! 

 

As our congregation seeks to finish with a balanced budget, our encouragement and 

resolve in these final months of 2011 is to demonstrate trust in God through faithful 

giving. While the world is consumed with worry because of an unstable economy, we 

serve a God who promises to meet the needs of those who honor Him. 

 

ñHonor the Lord! You are his special people. 

No one who honors the Lord will ever be in need. 

Young lions may go hungry or even starve, 

but if you trust in the Lord, 

you will never miss out on anything good.ò 

Psalm 34:9-10 CEV 

 

2012 Pledge and Commitment cards will be dedicated on Sunday, November 13. 

Please complete and return yours today! Letôs continue to honor and obey the LORD 

and trust in Jesus Christ to provide all we need! 

 

 

In Christôs Amazing Love,  


