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This publication comes to you from: 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

600 3rd St. 

Battle Creek, IA  51006 

712-365-4938 

 

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Freese  365-4704 

Clerk of Session:  Lucille Mason 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Lisa Sorensen 

Custodian:  Mae Hedberg 

Email:  bcpres@frontiernet.net 

Website:  

www.battlecreekpresbyterian.com 

Ministers:  
Every Member of First Presbyterian Church, Battle Creek 
 
Elders:  
2012 -Dixie Brueck, Lorraine Davis, James Fundermann, Todd Riessen  
2013 - Karen Krayenhagen, Robin Lorenzen, Nancy Rogge, Diane Schreiber 
2014 - Stuart Kelley, Rusty Sadler, Deron Schmidt, Jean Yohnke  
Youth Elders - Austin Sadler & Justin Sadler 
Clerk of Session - Lucille Mason 
 
Deacons:  
2012 - Benita Carlson, Vic Jepsen, Liz Rice 
2013 - Jan Ezell, Jim Lewis, Linda Wingert 
2014 - Barb Meier, Lisa Sorensen, VaLaura Tarr 
Youth Deacons - Austin Fritz & Justin Van Houten 
 
Sunday School Superintendent: Carol Sadler 
DJôs Leaders:  Tammy Rusch & Randy Bean 
DOGS Leaders:  Kevin & Wanda Freese 
Cherub Choir:  Renee Fritz 
Chancel Choir:  Dixie Brueck 
Shepherd Bells:  Dixie Brueck 
Praise Team Leaders:  Renee Fritz & Carol Sadler 
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY 
Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving,  
present your requests to God.            
                            Philippians 4:6 
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The Elder ñon callò for January is  
Lorraine Davis 

(712-490-0944) 
 

Remember this also includes counting 
the Sunday offering after each service & 
preparing a brief devotion & prayer for 

this monthôs session meeting. 

January Ushers  
Head Usher: Jimmie Lewis 

 

January  1~Danielle Meyer, Rachel  
                  Meyer, Emma Mullins, &  
                  Justin Van Houten  
January  8~Austin Sadler, Justin Sadler,  
                  Austin Fritz, & Hana Berry  
January 15~Danielle Meyer, Rachel  
                  Meyer, Shayla Reitz &  
                  Cassidy Markert  
January 22~Justin Van Houten,  
                  Emma Mullins, Dylan  
                  Durston, & Hana Berry  
January 29~Austin Sadler, Justin  
  Sadler, Austin Fritz, &  

                  Shayla Reitz  
                        

 
January  1  
   Scott Bumann  
January  8  
   Justin Van Houten  
January 15  
   Fred Yohnke  
January 22  
   Scott Bumann    
January 29  
    Justin Van Houten   

 

 

January Candle Lighters  
 

January  1~Jordyn Hedberg & Rylie Hedberg  

January  8~Ryder Meek & Terry Lundeen  

January 15~Summit Nielsen & Denali Nielsen  

January 22~Terry Lundeen & Tyler Mefferd  

January 29~Ethan Young & Alex Rehse  

 

Church Offices Closed 
January 2nd, in honor of  

New Yearôs Day 

 
 
 

2011 Annual Reports  
 

Annual Reports are due from 
all Church committees and  
Organizations by January 13, 
2012.  It would be appreciated 
if you either email reports or 
copy them onto a disc.   

Thanks!  

Confirmation Class 
January   4 at 4:15 pm 

January 11 at 4:15 pm 

January 18 at 4:15 pm 

 

No Confirmation Class on 

January 25. 
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY 
My command is this: Love each other as 
I have loved you.        John 15:12 

 

Thought for the monthé 

 

 

Bible Verse for January:  
 

ñThere is one body and one Spirit-just as you 

were called to one hope when you were 

called-one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 

God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all.ò 

                                                                                               Ephesians 4:4-6 

February  

2012 Good 

News  

 ñGod can make all things new, even you!ò 

Mid Sioux  
There is a box underneath the coat rack, near the church  
office, for non-perishable items for Mid-Sioux Opportunity.   
  
 
Mid Sioux items for the month of January:  
Pasta: Macaroni, mac and cheese, spaghetti sauce, and  
related items.  
 
 Month of November donated:       24 items 
Your donations of food supplies are truly needed because of 
the increased demand from families needing assistance.  
Please consider this mission opportunity and make it part  of 
your giving each month.   

Thank You!! 

If you or someone you know  
is in the hospital, or has a  

hospital stay scheduled, please  
let Pastor Kevin know.  The  

hospital may or may not contact  
 the church, so it is best for  

you to contact Pastor Kevin as  
he would like to know youôre in  

the hospital so he can stop by for  
a prayer or at least give you a  

call of encouragement.   

 
Rural Ministry...Host Families Needed.... 

Again this year our congregation will be hosting University of Dubuque Seminary  

students enrolled in the Rural ministry in Context class. Host families are needed  

to house students on Sunday and Monday nights, January 8th and 9th. This is a  

great way to share the gospel through your hospitality and involvement. If you are 

interested in hosting and housing two or three students at your home please contact 

Pastor Kevin or Lisa in the church office. Thanks! 

             Meets  
 Wednesday,  

January 4th at  
6:00 pm  
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January  Devotions 
 

The following are the scripture texts from the Revised Common  

Lectionary for January.  These scripture lessons can be used as your  

guide to Bible reading, devotions and prayer each week. 

 

January   1~Isa. 61:10-62:3; Ps. 148; Gal. 4:4-7;  Luke 2:22-40 

January   8~Gen. 1:1-5; Ps. 29; Acts 19:1-7;  Mark 1:4-11 

January 15~1 Sam 3:1-10 (11-20); Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Cor. 6:12-20;  John 1:43-51 

January 22~Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Ps. 62:5-12; 1 Cor. 7:29-31;  Mark 1:14-20 

January 29~Deut. 18:15-20; Ps. 111; Cor. 8:1-13;  Mark 1:21-28 

 

For all 6th, 7th & 8th graders 

Wednesday, January 11th, 2012 

5:00 pm meeting/lesson 

6:00 pm supper 

Supper servers:  Jennifer Hedberg & Brenda Rehse 

 

Remember to bring your Bibles, pennies, & pop tabs! 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tammy Rusch at 712-373-5605 
  

 

Disciplines of Jesus...Wednesday, December 14thé.Team gift wrapping; holding hands and 

wrapping packages together.  Great fun and a thoughtful lesson. 

Alex & Jordyn Taylor & Summit 

Devon & Ryder 
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Lions    
January 4th @ 12:00 pm  
Chrm:  Shirley Morrice  

Workers: VaLaura Tarr, Liz Rice, 
Jan OôBrien, & Donna Schmidt 

 
Contributors:  

Lorraine Davis, Diana Woebke, 
Bonnie Van Houten & Terri  

Wallace 
_______________________________ 

Willow Dale Devotions  
January 19th @ 2:30 pm  

 
Deb Markert 

&  
Corlie Kohnekamp 

 

 

 

 

     *Elders who prepare elements. 

       

     Sunday, January 2, 2012 

        Holy Communion 

       *Lorraine Davis 

       *Robin Lorenzen 

         James Fundermann 

         Todd Riessen 

         Rusty Sadler 

         Henry Reitz  

         Austin Sadler 

         Justin Sadler 

 

PW 
Afternoon Gathering  

January 3rd  
1:30 pm  

 
Devotions:  Bonnie Van Houten 
 
Bible Study:  Bonnie Van Houten 
 
Hostess:  Liz Rice & VaLaura Tarr 

PW News 
The 2011 PW year concluded with the annual Christmas salad luncheon and the 

sharing of Christmas memories, stories, poems, etc.  The group enjoyed singing 

Christmas carols, accompanied by Dixie Brueck on her dulcimer. 

 

Karen Krayenhagen held a memorial service for Elaine Peters, Grace Frandsen, 

and Ferne Bertelsen, deceased PW sisters during the past year. 

 

All Presbyterian Women are welcome and encouraged to attend the next meeting, 

January 3, 2012, at 1:30 pm in Kellow Hall.  The Bible study, ñConfessing the  

Beatitudesò, focuses on connecting faith with daily life and addresses some of the 

most difficult issues facing the world today.  Come, and be a part of this caring 

community of women, that strengthens the Presbyterian Church USA and witnesses 

to the promise of Godôs Kingdom. 

 

The Christmas Caring Tree Party for Willow Dale residents was held Friday,  

December 16th.  There were gifts for everyone, a Christmas program and special 

music.  Thanks to everyone who helped make the afternoon fun and memorable! 

 

 
To all who 
helped support the 

DOGS by purchasing 
poinsettias.  Your  

participation made the 
church look  

beautiful once again!!  
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Date Time 
Event 

 

Sunday, January  1 

Dixie Brueck, Organ 

 

 

  

 9:30 am 

 

 

Worship/Holy Communion/ 

 

Sunday, January  8 

Carol Sadler, Piano 

 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

10:50 am 

11:15 am 

 

Worship 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

Ambassador Rehearsal 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

 

Sunday, January 15 

Dolores Modrell,  Piano 

 

 

  

 9:30 am 

10:30 am 

10:50 am 

11:15 am 

  

 

Worship 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

Ambassadors Rehearsal 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

Saturday, January 22 

Dolores Modrell,  Piano 

 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

10:50 am 

11:15 am 

Worship 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

Ambassador Rehearsal 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

Sunday, January 29 

Dolores Modrell, Piano 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

10:50 am 

11:15 am 

Worship 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

Ambassador Rehearsal 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

ñSing a Song Of Christmasò 
 

December 11, 2011 ~  Christmas Program 
Merry Christmas from your Family at First Presbyterian Church 

 
Special thanks to Renee Fritz, Carol Sadler and Dixie Brueck for  directing the Sunday School program 

this year. A big thank you to many   volunteers who helped with costumes and makeup this morning 

before worship and after the pictures are taken.  
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(INCOME)  

 
GENERAL FUND                            

 

Pledges, gifts, loose offering  

         $ 8,906.12 

 

Mission Support 

         $    26.10 

 

Lawn Care 

       $  25.00  

 

Special Events 

        $93.00 

 

Total  Income for  the month 

    $  9,050.22  

 

YTD Income   $  57,063.94 

 

 

 

(DISBURSEMENTS ) 

Pastor Salary                $  2,454.84 

Housing Allow.                $     318.75 

Mileage Reimbursement            $    241.98 

Pension/Health Insurance          $  1,356.19 

Professional Expense                 $      63.78 

Continuing Education                $      15.00 

Presbytery/Synod/GA                $     833.34 

Per Capita                $  1,370.26 

Music Salary                              $     318.41 

Music Supplies                          $     105.77 

Secretary Salary                 $     631.54 

Custodian Salary                $     685.78 

Postage                $       53.43 

Bank Charges                $       29.00 

Phone                $     263.40 

Copier Service Contract            $     497.55 

Office Supplies                          $       60.98 

Janitorial Supplies                     $      444.81 

Water                $       28.80 

Video Ministry                $       64.00 

Repairs/Maintenance                 $       75.00 

Electricity                $     593.32 

Gas                                             $     335.31 

CE Supplies                               $       79.65 

Copyright License                $     185.00 

Worship Supplies                      $       89.19 

Pulpit Supplies                          $       95.40 

 

 
 

Total Expenses:     $ 11,290.48 

 

YTD expenses: $ 114,582.32 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR November 2011 

 

(INCOME)  

 
GENERAL FUND                            

 

Pledges, gifts, loose offering  

         $ 6,530.00 

 

Mission Support 

         $154.40 

 
Sunday School 

        $ 33.29 

 

Use of Church 

        $ 75.00 

 

Memorials 

       $ 75.00 

 

Other Special Offerings 

      $476.00 

 

 

 

Total  Income for  the month 

    $  7,343.69  

 

YTD Income   $  100,856.33 

 

 

 
 

 
Each congregate member is assigned a week to be greeters at the Sunday morning 
worship service.  These names will be listed in the Good News each month.  Also, 

there is a sign up sheet in the vestibule if you would like to be an ñon callò greeter.  
If someone cannot make their scheduled week, please find a replacement from the 
ñon callò list or switch with those scheduled on another week.  Thank You!! 

 
 
Those scheduled for January:  

January  1~Donna Schmidt & Phyllis Schrader  
January  8~Edward & Judy Schmidt  
January 15~Brad & Brenda Schneckloth & family  

January 22~Jennifer Schrank & family  
January 29~Sara Schrank, Brett Schrank, Randy & Yvonne Colshan  
 

Those scheduled for February:  
February  5~Diane Schreiber & Bonnie Spotts  
February 12~Marlene Schumann & Sheila Schumann  

February 19~Russell & Stacy Segebart & family  
February 26~Mike & Lisa Sorensen & family  

 
 



Remember with a prayer, card  

or visit, our members who are  
nursing home residents:  
 

Willow Dale Care Center & Apts  
¶ Helen Lehmann  

¶ Thelma Schau  
¶ Alvera Gosch  
¶ Bonnie DeJong  

¶ Don Kerr  
 

Morningside Care Center, Ida Grove  
¶ Pete Nielsen  
¶ Gladys Bower  
¶ Helen Sales  
¶ Vivian Tolle  

 
Albert City Nursing Home  

¶ Helen Durston  

 
Diane Reitz at Smithland with her  

parents.  
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Please notify Pastor Freese or the 

Church Secretary, of those who are 
hospitalized or in need of pastoral 
care.  We appreciate your help.  

  
              Thank You!  

Please remember in your prayers the  

following people who have been ill or  
hospitalized:   
Peggy Fick, Marilyn Kuyper, Chris Wallace, 
Lois Monroe, Keri Van Houten, Kim Hieber, 

Helen Sales, Marilyn Gunderson, Vivian 
Tolle, Verna Marten, Andy Marten, Bonnie 

DeJong, Vera Gosch, Myrle Nielsen, Bette 
Schmidt, Darci Barrett, Sheryll Riessen, and 

Diana Bean.  

 
Also those who serve in the armed  

services:   
Becca Anderson, Austin & Jessie Armstrong,   

Eric & Erica Ford, Matthew Reitz, Christopher 
Smith.  
 
 

Ordination & Installation  

of 

2012 Church Officers 

Sunday, January 15, 2012 

 
We welcome... 

As Elders: Stuart Kelley, Rusty Sadler, Deron Schmidt, & Jean Yohnke 

Youth Elders: Austin & Justin Sadler 

 

As Deacons: Barb Meier, Lisa Sorensen & VaLaura Tarr 

Youth Deacons: Austin Fritz & Justin Van Houten 

 

Remember...Session and Deacon supper Wednesday, January 11th at 6:00 

pm with Elder/Deacon training to follow. 

 

There will be an all church  
potluck on Sunday,  

January 8th,  
after Sunday School.   
Everyone is invited!   

Letôs  welcome the UDTS  
students. 



Good News                    January 2012 

Childrenôs Message...The Promise of Christmas Circle of Light during Silent Night  

4 hands-1 pianoéDolores Modrell and Pastor Kevin 

Julie Wilcke LaVake and son Justin  

provided vocal music for both Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day. 

Willow Dale ñCaring Treeò party sponsored by our Presbyterian Women and Willow Dale was a merry 

success.  Thank you to everyone who  purchased gifts for the residents! 



 
January 2012 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 
  9:30~Worship/ 

           Holy Communion 
10:40~Fellowship and 

           Coffee 

No Sunday School Class 

No Choir Rehearsals 

 

 

Happy New Year 

2 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Church Offices Closed 

3 
1:30~PW Meeting 

4 
12:00~Lions Club 

 4:15~Confirmation Class 
 6:00~Congregational  

          Life Meeting 

5 6 7 

8 
  9:30~Worship 

10:30~Cherub Choir Reh 

10:40~Fellowship and 

           Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School 
           Classes 

10:40~Adult Class 

10:50~Ambassador Reh 
11:15~Praise Team Reh 

11:30~Congregation  

           Potluck/UDTS 
           Students 

 

9 
 6:00~Building & 

           Finance Meeting 

10 
10:00~COM 

  1:00~Moderator 

            Meeting 

11 
4:15~Confirmation Class 

5:00~DJôs Meeting 

6:00~Joint Session & 

          Deacon Meeting 

          with light supper 

12 13 14 

15 
  9:30~Worship/ 

            Ordination & 
            Installation of 

            New Officers 

10:30~Cherub Choir Reh 
10:40~Fellowship and 

           Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School 
           Classes 

10:40~Adult Class 

10:50~Ambassador Reh 
11:15~Praise Team Reh 

16 17 18 
 4:15~Confirmation Class 

19 
 2:00~Willow Dale  

           Holy Communion 

20 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Good News Info 

due in  office 

21 

22 
  9:30~Worship 

10:30~Cherub Choir Reh 
10:40~Fellowship and 

           Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School 
           Classes 

10:40~Adult Class 

10:50~Ambassador Reh 
11:15~Praise Team Reh 

23 24 25 
9:00~Mail Good News 

 

No Confirmation Class 

26 
2:30~Golden Horizon 

          Devotions 

27 28 

29 
  9:30~Worship/ 

            Congregation 
            Annual Meeting 

10:30~Cherub Choir Reh 

10:40~Fellowship and 
           Coffee 

10:40~Sunday School 

           Classes 
10:40~Adult Class 

10:50~Ambassador Reh 

11:15~Praise Team Reh 

30 31     
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Annual Congregational Meeting Notice 
Sunday, January 29, 2012 

 

Annual Reports for 2011 will be received.  

Your attendance is important.   

See you there. 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
January    8~Congregation Potluck 

January   8-10~UDTS Students here 

January  11~Elder & Deacon Training 

January 15~Installation & Ordination of New Officers 

January 29~Congregation Annual Meeting 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of          By  

Kerwin & Tom Schmidt    Donna Schmidt  

Jim Witt     Witt family  

Shirley Jepsen & Viola Jepsen    Vic Jepsen  

Lavonna Burow     John & Cindy Peters  

Lester & Bernice Hagemann    Their Family  

Richard Schmidt     Henry & Dixie Brueck  

Henry & Dawn Brueck    Henry & Dixie Brueck  

Gala Dean     Mason & Sheryl Goodenow  

Russell & Hazel Goodenow    Mason & Sheryl Goodenow  

Frank & Vivian Cooley & Roger Cooley   Chuck & Nancy Rogge  

Charles Wm Rogge Jr  .  Chuck & Nancy Rogge  

    & Dona Rogge Cullen  

Phyllis Svatos     Charles Svatos  

Dr. Allen D Call,     Ernest Rickabaugh family  

    & Glee & Cleon Call    Ernest Rickabaugh family  

Fred & Marie Morrice,    Gordon & Shirley Morrice  

    & Noel & Marge Maude    Gordon & Shirley Morrice  

Spotts Family     Bonnie Spotts  

Hartley Family     Colleen Hartley  

Joan Lake     Wendell & Jean Wilcke  

Jack Schrader     Jeri, Lori, Steve, JJ & Naomi  

Mary Ellen Peavy           Jeri, Lori, Steve, JJ & Naomi  

Walter & Wiladene Grell    Pastor Kevin & Wanda Freese  

Kary Freese     Pastor Kevin & Wanda Freese  

William O. & Esther Jensen    Billy & Pat Jensen  

Billy Schrader     Phyllis Schrader  

Martin Nielsen     His family  

Virgil & Dorothy Witt & Ronald Witt    Beneta Witt  

Bob Gunderson     Marilyn & Chris Gunderson  

David Kiertzner, Otto & Maurine Kiertzner   Diane Schreiber  

Rita Bolles     Russ & Stacy Segebart & family  

Ron, Olive, & Brian Kelley    Stuart Kelley & Stacy Segebart  

Loraine Dose & Louis Bertelsen    Connie, Peggy, Brenda & their 

            families  

Titus Schau     Linda Higa  

Our family     The Markerts  

Loved Ones     Everett & Ruby King  

Loved Ones     Mike & Lisa Sorensen  

Loved Ones     Duane & Shirley Druivenga  

Loved Ones     Lucille Mason & Scott Bumann  

Loved Ones     Todd & Traci Riessen & family  

Loved Ones     Rick & Deb Swanger  

 

 

 

    In Honor Of              By  

Rebecca Anderson    Ayden Anderson  

Youth Group & Sunday School Teachers   Lorraine Davis & boys  
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