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Ministers:
Every Member of First Presbyterian Church, Battle Creek

Elders:

2011 - Barb Meier, Henry Reitz, Rusty Sadler, Jean Yohnke,

2012 -Dixie Brueck, Lorraine Davis, James Fundermann, Todd Riessen
2013 - Karen Krayenhagen, Robin Lorenzen, Nancy Rogge, Diane Schreiber
Youth Elders - Austin Sadler & Justin Sadler

Clerk of Session - Lucille Mason

Deacons:

2011 - Doris Jones, ValLaura Tarr, Bonnie Van Houten
2012 - Benita Carlson, Vic Jepsen, Liz Rice

2013 - Jan Ezell, Jim Lewis, Linda Wingert

Youth Deacons - Hana Berry & Shayla Reitz

Sunday School Superintendent: Carol Sadler

DJ6s Leader s: Tammy Rusch & Randy
DOGS Leaders: Kevin & Wanda Freese

Cherub Choir: Renee Fritz

Chancel Choir: Dixie Brueck

Shepherd Bells: Dixie Brueck

Praise Team Leaders: Renee Fritz & Carol Sadler
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Eldeidinfo™

The EIl der Aon cal
Nancy Rogge
(365-4849)

Remember this also includes counting
the Sunday offering after each service &
preparing a brief devotion & prayer for

this monthds ses

December 4
Scott Bumann
December 11
Fred Yohnke
December 18
Justin Van Houten
December 24
Scott Bumann
December 25
Scott Bumann

QINTVLY

ODNEROD00

December Ushers
Head Usher: Larry Markert

December 4~Danielle Meyer, Rachel
Meyer, Austin Sadler,
& Justin Sadler

December 11~Dylan Durston, Emma
Mullins, Austin Fritz, &
Justin Van Houten

December 18~Danielle Meyer, Rachel
Meyer, Shayla Reitz, &
Cassidy Markert

December 24~Justin Van Houten,
Emma Mullins, Dylan
Durston, & Hana Berry

December 25~Austin Sadler, Justin
Sadler, Austin Fritz, &
Shayla Reitz

MERRY CHRISTMAS

You are invited!
Christmas Open House
At the Manse
Sunday, December 11th,
2-5 pm
Fellowship, food & fun in the
spirit of Christmas!

STEPHEN MINISTRY

petition, with thanksgiving,

present your requests to God.
Philippians 4.:6

Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything, by prayer and

% Clhureh Welbsiie

www.battlecreekpresbyterian.com

2011 Annual Reports

Annual Reports are due from

all Church committees and

Organizations by January 13,

2012. It would be appreciated

if you either email reports or

copy them onto a disc.
Thanks!

December Candle Lighters

December 4~Jordyn Hedberg & Rylie Hedberg
December 11~Ryder Meek & Tyler Mefferd
December 18~Alex Rehse & Terry Lundeen

December 24~Ethan Young & Peyton Young
December 25~Summit Nielsen & Denali Nielsen
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Elevator Committee Meetings
Monday, December 12th @ 7:00 pm

—

Christmas Eve Service, a service
of Carols, Lessons, and
Candlelight
Saturday, December 24, 201

-

: !

Confirmation Trip

Our confirmation class is planning a trip to
Sioux city, Wednesday, 7th to the Cathedral o
the Epiphany and the Sioux City Gospel

Mission. Please meet at the church at 1:30
pm. We will tour the new
Gospel Mission, Thrift Store, and the
Womendos & Childrends
ing

evening worship at the center. We will be
taking collected winter clothing and bedding
along with several handmade quilts from our
Sewing Circle. Thi s
Dominic Fritz, Devon Fritz, Summit Nielsen,

Autumn Rohlk, Tasha Sharkey, &

Christmas Caring Tree Party
Friday, December 16, 2011
at Willow Dale
at 2:00 pm.
Please purchase a gift for residgnts
from a tag off the tree at the bank.

Confirmation Class
No Confirmation Class on
during Christmas break on

December 28th.

Center along with |

€

year 6s cl ass member

Bible Verse for December:

"A voice cries out in the wilderness

prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in a desert a highway for our

God." Isaiah 40:3

ﬂ STEPHEN MINISTRY
‘ My command is this: Love each other as
John 15:12

| have loved you.
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Mid Sioux :
There is a box underneath the coat rack, near the churgh HOSpltal Stays. 00

office, for ngrerishable items for-Simux Opportunity.
If you or someone you know
is in the hospital, or has a

Mid Sioux items for the month of December: hospital stay scheduled, please
Laundry items; soaps. bleach, dryer sheets. let Pastor Kevin know. The
hospital may or may not contact
Month of October donated: 27 Food items the church, so it is best for
Your donations of food supplies are truly needed becauyise of  you to contact Pastor Kevin as
the increased demand from families needing assistanceg. he would Iike t
Please consider this mission opportunity and make it part of the hospital so he can stop by for
your giving each month. a prayer or at least give you a
Thank You!! call of encouragement.

olkno

Service of Hopeé

Service of the Longest Ni
Wednesday, December 21, 2011 7:00 pm First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary

The holidays can be difficult for us all: the stresses and strains of trying to offer a time of celebration take
their toll. Many people find they have trouble felling in the spirit of things, maybe because of the recent

(or anticipated) death of a family member or friend, the end of a marriage or friendship, the loss of a job, o
many ot her trying changes. Advent and Chri st ma
our church and community members, the holiday season is a time of grief and loneliness, a time when our
feel especially acute.

I't is important to remember that Advent 1is hist

joy that lies ahead. The liturgical color for Advent, as for Lent, is purple. During this season we bring our so
burdens, and failures before god, in the sure hope of the mercy and grace revealed to us in the coming of ¢
Understood this way, Advent is a perfect time for us to reach out to those who are especially burdened with

Again this year, we will be gathering for a fSe
the Longest Nightd) (omhifcBl ue @terciesttbreas .20l Thi s s g
music will have a focus on ministry to those who are facing particular struggles and losses at this time of yg

| ht é

5 her
osses

Dri ca
'rows,
Christ.
SOrrow.

r vi ce
rvi c
ar.

Please come and join us.

Rural Ministry...Host Families Needed....

Again this year our congregation will be hosting University of Dubuque Seminary
students enrolled in the Rural ministry in Context class. Host families are neegded

to house students on Sunday and Monday nights, January 8th and 9th. Thi

Sis a

great way to share the gospel through your hospitality and involvement. If youy are
interested in hosting and housing two or three students at your home please ¢ontze

Pastor Kevin or Lisa in the church office. Thanks!

Silent * Christmas Eve Worship
Nigt  December 24 at 5:00 pm
Bring family, friends, and
neighbors.
Everyone Welcomed!

“g‘egatlona, >
O Meets e
(<) Wednesday, ®
December 7th at
6:00 pm
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Disciples of Jesus (IDJs)

For all 6th, 7th & 8th graders
Wednesday, December 14, 2011
5:00 pm meeting/lesson
6:00 pm supper
Supper servers: Andrea Nielsen & Myra Meek

Remember to bring your Bibles, pennies, & pop tabs!

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tammy Rusch-af F32805

(D

Elevator Fund Raising Committe

Christmas Joy Offering

We would like to thank everyone that

helped in any way with our fund raising
projects. The following is an accountipg GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOYhe

of what the different projects raised theme for this year
Offering. Gifts to this special offering
Quilt ~ $1,273.50 are distributed equally to the Assistance
Auction ~ $7,536.87 Program of the Board of Pensions and [o
Bake Sale ~ $903.75 support student scholarships at the
Lunch ~ $630.73 Presbyterianrelated racial ethnic school
Total ~ $10,344.85 and colleges. Our gifts share the joy off

Christmas to those servants of the pastjas
well as to those who promise to becom
servants of God in the future. Please
prayerfully consider you gift to the
Christmas Joy Offering.

(D

No Sessiom Meeting i December

December Devotions

The following are the scripture texts from the Revised Common
Lectionary for December. These scripture lessons can be used as your
guide to Bible reading, devotions and prayer each week.

December 4~Isa. 40:11; Ps. 85: 12, 813; Peter 3:815a; Mark 1:1-8
December 11~Isa. 618, 811; Ps. 126 or Luke 1:46{55; 1 Thess. 5:1624; John 1:68, 1928
December 18~2 Sam. 7:11, 16;Luke 1:46b55 or Ps. 89: 44, 1926; Rom. 16:2527; Luke 1:26:38
December 25Pawn: Isa. 62:612; Ps. 97;Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 820

Day: Isa.52:710;Ps. 98;Heb. 1:1-4 (512); John 1::14

Church Offices Closed
December 26th in honor of
Christmas

Longest Night Service
December 21, 2011
at 7:00 pm.
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*Elders who prepare elements.

Sunday, December 4th, 2011

Holy Communion

*Nancy Rogge

*Barb Meier
James Fundermann
Jean Yohnke -—
Robin Lorenzen
Rusty Sadler
Austin Sadler
Justin Sadler

Sunday, December 25th, 2011
Christmas Day
Holy Communion/Intinction
*Karen Krayenhagen
*Barb Meier
Nancy Rogge
Lucille Mason

Deaconods Me

Date change:
December 6th at 6:30

Lions
December 7th @ 12:00 pm
Chrm: Deb Swanger
Workers: Joan Grothe, ValLaura
Tarr, Jean Wilcke, & Marlene
Schumann.

Contributors:
Barb Meier, Jo Jensen, Dawn
Young, and Diane Young

Willow Dale Devotions
December 15th @ 2:30 pm

Valaura Tarr
&
Linda Wingert

et

PW
Afternoon Gathering
December 6th @ 12:00 pm

Devotions: PW Members

Birthday Offering: Wanda Freese
Hostess: Iris Witt & Lucille Mason
Installation of Officers

Bring ggsmall salad and a table service.
All participate with a special Christmas
reading, story, special memory, etc.

Memorial Service

Congratulations to
Donna Georgopoulos

purchased tickets

Donna held the winning ticket
for the Quilt Raffle. Special thanks
to Bonnie Van Houten, creator of
the quilt and to everyone who

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

All church members and friends are invited to jg
the choirmembers to go caroling on Sunday. Dq
18th from 35 pm. with
Shirley & Gordon
We'll meet at Willow Daléo share the joy, hope
and spirit of Christmas with our members and
friends around Battle Creek. Please join us!

in
2C.

refreshments at
Mor i
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Musig¢ sehedule

. Event
Time - 2

9:30 am Worship/Holy Communion/ —
Sunday, December 4 Cherub Choir Anthem
Mary Jo Watson, Piano 10:30 am Cherub Choir Rehearsal

10:50 am Ambassador Rehearsal

11:15 am Praise Team Rehearsal

9:30 am Worship/Christmas Program
Sunday, December 11 10:30 am Cherub Choir Rehearsal
Carol Sadler, Piano 10:50 am Ambassador Rehearsal

11:15 am Praise Team Rehearsal (i@

— \//%
S
Sunday, December 18 9:30 am Worship PRAI\S((:
Dolores’ModreII Piano 10:30 am Cherub Choir Rehearsal TNC: LOR.D /
! 10:50 am Ambassadors Rehearsal -

11:15 am Praise Team Rehearsal

3:00-5:00 pm Christmas Caroling
Wednesday, December 21 . . . .
Dolores Modrell, Piano 7:00 pm Longest Night, Blue Christmas Servige
Saturday, December 24
Dolores Modrell, Piano 5:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship

Sunday, December 25
Dixie Brueck, Organ

Christmas Day Worship/
Holy Communion

9:30 am

[ | R/

0 2 Qe
JUay Sehog
| y ea
The annual Sunday School
Christmas program will be
presented during worship on
Sunday, December 11th. Itis
entitled ASing a Song |[of
All Sunday School kids will practice
during part of the Sunday School
time on December 4th so be sure to
attend to learn your parts!!
Costumes will be assigned and

No Choir rehearsals provided so children should arrive

by 8:50 on Sunday, December 11th
on December 25th to get dressed for their parts.

inter Coats, Clothing, and Bedding €
are being collected
Confirmation Class to take to the Sioux
City Gospel Mission on Wednesday,
December 6th. Please bring your
donations to the church by that date and
help others keep warm this winter.
Thanks!!

Uhpistmas Pragram
0S

r

The church offices
will be closed

and January 1st, Directed by Carol Sadler, Renee
December 26th for 2011. Rehearsal wil Fritz, and Dixie Brueck.
the Christmas resume on
holiday and also on January 8th.

January 2nd for

New Years Eve.
Thanks! No Sunday School Classes on

December 25th and January 1,2011]
Classes will resume on January 8th
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR October 2011
(INCOME) (DISBURSEMENTS )
Pastor Salary $ 2,354.84
GENERAL FUND Housing Allow. $ 318.75
Mileage Reimbursement $ 390.72
Pledges, gifts, loose offering Pension/Health Insurance $ 1,356.19
$21,452.25 Professional Expense $ 94.11
Continuing Education $ 45.00
Peacemaking Offering Presbytery/Synod/GA $ 833.34
$295.00 Per Capita $ 1,370.26
Music Salary $ 318.61
Sunday School Music Supplies $ 106.60
$18.75 Secretary Salary $ 631.54
Custodian Salary $ 685.78
Use of Church Postage $ 53.96
$75.00 Phone $ 264.03
Office Supplies $ 238.34
Water $ 38.80
Video Ministry $ 144.00
Garbage $ 89.63
Total Income for the month Repairs/Maintenance $ 59.43
$ 21,841.00 Lawn Service $ 60.00 @
Congregational Life $ 38.58 g;g
YTD Income $ 100,856.33 Curriculum & Resources $ 826.17 @‘—f:}\:%::;)
CE Supplies $ 152.63 N =
Worship Supplies $ 133.35 ==
Misc. Expenses $ 401.83
Total Expenses: $ 11,006.49
YTD expenses: $ 103,292.16
Greeters Schedule...
Each congregate member is assigned a week to be greeters at the Sunday morning
worship service. These names will be listed in the Good News each month. Also,
there i s a sign up sheet in the vestibule if yo
If someone cannot make their scheduled week, please find a replacement from the
fon call o6 list or switch with those scheduled o

Those scheduled for December:

December 4~Ernie & Virginia Rickabaugh
December 11~Todd & Traci Riessen & family
December 18~Charles & Nancy Rogge
December 21~Tammy Rusch & family
December 24~Rusty & Carol Sadler & family
December 25~Deron & Tracey Schmidt & family

Those scheduled for January:

January 1~Donna Schmidt & Phyllis Schrader

January 8~Edward & Judy Schmidt

January 15~Brad & Brenda Schneckloth & family

January 22~Jennifer Schrank & family

January 29~Sara Schrank, Brett Schrank, Randy & Yvonne Colshan
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Remember with a prayer, card

or visit, our members who are Please remember in your prayers the

nursing home residents: following people who have been ill or
hospitalized:

Willow Dale Care Center & Apts Peggy Fick, Denise Fundermann, Deron

f Helen Lehmann Schmidt, Lois Monroe, Kim Hieber, Helen

T Thelma Schau Sales, Marilyn Gunderson, Vivian Tolle,

T Alvera Gosch Verna Marten, Andy Marten, Bonnie DeJong,

T Bonnie DeJong Tonya Karpinski, Cody Karpinski, Vera

7 Don Kerr

Gosch, Myrle Nielsen, Bette Schmidt, Darci

Morningside Care Center, Ida Grove Barrett, and Diana Bean.

1 Pete Nielsen

1 Gladys Bower Also those who serve in the armed
1 Helen Sales services:

Becca Anderson, Austin & Jessie Armstrong,
Albert City Nursing Home Eric & Erica Ford, Matthew Reitz, Christopher
1 Helen Durston Smith.

Diane Reitz at Smithland with her

parents.
Our Sympathy to.the family and friends of Grace
Church Secretary, of those who are Graceb6s memori al servi ce \
hospitalized or in need of pastoral November 8th.

care. We appreciate your help.
Our Sympathy to.the family and friends of Ferne

Thank You! Bertelsen who passed awjay
funeral service was held on Saturday, November 26th.

ft

May the promise and joy of the resurrection aid and|l
them from their grief.

@M@@@ Rojisettiasyd,

Orders are due in the church office by December 11th. Please see order form below.

You can purchase poinsettias in memory or in honor of your loved ones to decorate our church sanctuary
this year at Christmas. The DOGS, our Senior High Youth Group is selling poinsettias to raise funds for
their ongoing mission projects and trips. Arrangements have been made to purchase poinsettias at|a re-
duced rate. At this price, we can guarantee delivery of red poinsettias only, although there may be pther
colors available, subject to stock on hand. Choice of colors will be at the discretion of the DOGS. Rlease
fill out the

order form below and return it to the church office with your payment no later than
Sunday, December 11th. All poinsettias will be labeled and you will be able to take your plant home to
enjoy after Christmas if you wish. Thank you for your support!

| would like to purchase the following poinsettias:

gnch potted plant(s) @ $10.00

Given in memory of by

Given in honor of by
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prurvect DIfiies 2000

The 3f'annual Harvest Dinner held on November 12th was a success!

We served approximately 1275 dinners.

To make this annual event a success we used 575 Ibs. of potatoes, 85 dozen rolls, 1335 Ibs
of turkey, 18 roasters of dressing, 200 pies, 50 gallons of corn, 13 gallons milk, 20 ppils

of cranberries, 51 Ibs. butter, 20 Ibs. of oleo, 10 cakes, 16 Ibs of coffee, 40 Ibs of onions,

3 cases of celery, 18 Ibs. carrots and lots of pickles. And last but not least, all those who
prepared the food, delivered the food, spent the night working and those who helped in

any way This event would not be a success without everyone pitching in!

On behalf of the committee, THANK YOU EVERONE for all the donations of food,
money, those able to work, and the prayers and support.
The Harvest Dinner 2011 Committee:

Henry& Karman Reitz, Todd & Traci Riessen, Larry Markert, Lorraine Davis, Shirley
Morrice, Deb Swanger, Barb Meier, Vic Jepsen , and Constance McCrary.

Many hands make light work! Several action photos from the recent Harvest Dinner featurin
the carry out and pie rooms as well as buckets of frozen sweet corn and the turkey foom.
Thanks everyone!!
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"Orange" U Glad U Know Jesus

On Sunday, October 30th, the Discipll|es
Glad U Know Jesus A party. A great ([tim
food and prizes. Everything was Orange!! Special thanks to leader Tammy Rusc¢h and
her husband for all their hard work, dedication, and creativity for this special even

:—I-
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2011

December 201

Sun Mon Tue

4 5 6

9:30~Worship/

Holy Communion/

Cherub Choir
10:30~Cherub Choir Rel
10:40~Fellowship &

Coffee
10:40~Sunday School

Classes
10:40~Not a Fan/

Adult Class
10:50~Ambassador Reh
11:15~Praise Team Ret

11 12

9:30~Worship/Sunday = 6:00~Building &
School Christmas Finance Meeting
Program 7:00~Elevator Meetin(
10:30~Cherub Choir Rel
10:40~Fellowship &
Coffee
10:40~Sunday School
Classes
10:40~Not a Fan/
Adult Class
10:50~Ambassador Reh
11:15~Praise Team Rel
2:00~Open House at tF
Manse
5:30~DOGS

18

9:30~Worship
10:30~Cherub Choir Rel
10:40~Fellowship &

Coffee
10:40~Sunday School

Classes
10:40~Not a Fan/

Adult Class
10:50~Ambassador Reh
11:15~Praise Team Ret

3:00~Christmas

13

19 20

Caroling
9:30~Worship
10:40~Fellowship &
Coffee
Merry Christmas! Church Offices Closed

12:00~PW Meeting/
Christmas
Luncheon

6:30~Deacons
Meeting

10:00~COM/Pastor

Kevin

Wed Thu

7 8

12:00~Lions Meeting
1:45~Confirmation
Class trip to
Gossip Mission
& Cathedral of
the Epiphany

14

4:15~Confirmation
Class
5:00~DJ6s

15

2:30~Willow Dale
Communion

No Session Meeting

21

4:15~Confirmation
Class

7:00~Blue Christmas/
Longest Night
Service

22

28

No Confirmation
Class

29

9:00~Mail Good News

/%/‘/7 5'4/*/&’5//(616’/

Fri Sat

16

2:00~Tree of Love/
Willow Dale

17

23

Good News Info
due in the office

24

5:00~Christmas Eve
Services

30 31



